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Abstract (Summary)
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. demonstrated bidirectional, or vehicle- to-grid, technology in San Francisco this month, using a
Toyota Motor Corp. Prius modified by Energy CS, a Monrovia firm that develops plug-in hybrid conversions.

After the car's extra lithium-ion battery was charged, a PG&E technician flipped a switch and the power in the battery started
flowing back onto the grid, causing the electric meter monitoring the activity to start running backward.
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California power companies are salivating at the idea of plug-in hybrid vehicles  that would provide extended all-electric travel
using bigger batteries that are recharged from the conventional power grid.

For one thing, the utilities would make money selling the extra juice. For another, all that stored power could come in handy
when demand for electricity outstrips supply and rolling blackouts are threatened.

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. demonstrated bidirectional, or vehicle- to-grid, technology in San Francisco this month, using a
Toyota Motor Corp. Prius modified by Energy CS, a Monrovia firm that develops plug-in hybrid conversions.

After the car's extra lithium-ion battery was charged, a PG&E technician flipped a switch and the power in the battery started
flowing back onto the grid, causing the electric meter monitoring the activity to start running backward.

If such technology ever made it to mass production, plug-in hybrid owners could recharge their batteries at night, when most
electric rates are lower, said PG&E environmental spokesman Keely Wachs.

Then on hot days, when demand for power soars, owners not using their cars could plug them in and transfer electricity from
the batteries to the commercial grid. Utility companies would pay hybrid owners for that power, and at the higher daytime rate.

Plug-in hybrids also could provide their owners with emergency power to run refrigerators, lights or air conditioners during
power outages, Wachs said.

Indexing (document details)

Section: Business; Part C; Business Desk

Publication title: Los Angeles Times. Los Angeles, Calif.: Apr 28, 2007.  pg. C.2

Source type: Newspaper

ISSN: 04583035

ProQuest document ID: 1261725951

Text Word Count 228

Document URL: http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=1261725951&sid=1&Fmt=3&cl 
ientId=14739&RQT=309&VName=PQD

Copyright © 2007 ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved.


